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Quem A n n e ’ s  County  
Public Schools 

Educate \‘e Encourage -a* \ b f  Enab 7e 
’t‘ * v +  

March 1,2007 

Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 12th Sheet, SW 
Room TW-A325 
Washington, DC 21554 

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45 
CC Docket NO. 02-6 
Queen Anne’s County Public Schools 
BEN: 12406 
Form 471 Application Number: 494712 

I MAR 0 5 2007 I 

Request for Review of USAC Decision on Appeal 

VIA FACSIMILE: 202-418-0187 

To Whom It May Concern: 

An appeal of USAC‘s decision is requested for Queen Anne’s County Public Schools 
(QACPS) for filing year 2006-07. 

During this filing year, Robert Lathroum, the original filer for USACISLD documents, 
retired from employment. At this same time, his ofice contents were relocated outside 
the main building to portable offices at 202 Chesterfield Avenue, Centreville, MD 21617. 
In the process, we feel pieces of key information had gone missing, or were 
undeliverable. To the best of my ability, I have outlined a time tine of the documents wc 
have located in his files and attached copies where appropriate. In speaking with a 
USAUSLD representative, 1 bad found that on original documents ow fax number was 
listed incorrectly, in addition to, the direct phone number and fax number for Robert 
Lathroum on many of his documents. 

Queen Arne’s County originally filed the Form470 electronically on November 11,2005 
by Robert Lathroum. I have attached a copy of his signed certification of the Same date. 
Dated November 14,2005 we received a “Form470 Receipt Notification Lena”. 

After waiting a week longer than the 28 day waiting period, Form 471 was then filed by 
Robert Lathroum electronically under application number 333420000550950 in 
December of 2005. The paper certification was mail on 12/22/05 with a certified receipt 
that we have tracked and confirmed as being received on 12/27/05 at 3833 Greenway 
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Drive, Lawrence. KS 66046. I have copies of these documents and they are attached 
because I worked with Robert Lathroum in training to file these documents. 

Dated January 9,2006 we received a “Form471 Receipt of A c k n o w l e d g ~ ~ t  Letter" 
stating that the certification was received and corrections could be made if needed. We 
did not need to make any corrections to my knowledge. 

On January 27,2006 a request was received to certify the original Form470. In February, 
I followed the directions to attempt to recertily on Robert Lathroum’s behalf since he 
was no longer employed by our school system at that time. To my knowledge, this was a 
recertify of what was already mailed on November 11,2005. In addition, copies 
Form471 certification pages were again mailed to Lawrence, KS and I certified on line on 
February 14,2006. We also received another “Form 471 Receipt of Acknowledgement” 
letter. 

On February 20,2006 X received another “Form470 Receipt Notification Letter” for the 
2OOG-07. However, it came to me with a different application number: 
341610000582867. 

It was not until May, 2006 that I heard from USAClSLD when a PIA was reviewing our 
application for compliance. I responded to her questions via facsimile, sending copies of 
all documents as well as a paragraph explaining the duplication of  470/471s due to the 
turnover in our department since I was unable to locate a return receipt for the 
certification. We did not intend to file the forms again, only to submit proof of 
certification of those filed in November, 2005 and January, 2006 by Robert Lathroum. 

An attempt to follow up with the PIA via phone, and then later by email on August 1, 
2006 was made, without a return ofmy call or email. 

In October, 2006, I called USAUSLD just to follow up on our process. I was assigned 
case number 21-495043 and was told that per a letter dated September 19,2006 our 
funding had been ‘Denied’ because certification of Form 470 was not filed by the closing 
window. 1 explained that all originals were filed and I was asked to resubmit those 
documents electronically in February. Again, to my knowledge I was just recreating, or 
refiling documents on behalf of Mr. Lathroum, not starting the process from the 
beginning. So in my assessment of our conversation, I did not h o w  I was required, nor 
was I. told, to wait another 28 days before resubmitting a copy of the 471, being under the 
impression this was a duplicating process. 

Erate funding is approximately 25% of QACPS’s technology budget. Without access to 
the reimbursement of our Verizon phone bills, QACPs will loose approximately $60,000 
in technology funding for this school year. I hope you will please reconsider the previous 
decision made by USAC/SL as we work through our learning curve of the process and 
train our own staff to handle future filings. 
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Should you need to contact me for further discussion, I am available via the following 
methods: 

By Email: smithro~~acus.kl2.md.us 
BY Facsimile: 410-758-8201 
By Phone: 410-758-2403 x186 
By Mail: Robin Smith, Corntek 

Board of Education Queen Anne's County 
202 Chesterfield Avenue, Portable 1 
Centreville, MD 21617 

.r\ Sincerely, 
. .  ,r. ~ 

Administrative Assistant 
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Entity Number: 126403 
Contact Person: Robin Smith 

Appllcant's Form Identifier: QACPSO607A 
Phone Number: 410-758-2403 Ext 186 

FCC Form nppmwl by O m  
3060-080 

Schools and Libraries Universal Service 
Program Description of Services Requested 

and Certification Form 
470 

m Mt-iw ~r t~i. e- 1 
Form 470 Applicatlon Number: 333420000550950 

19. I certify that the applicant includes:(Check one or both.) 
a. schools under the statutory definitions of elementary and secondary schools found In the No 
Child Lafl Behind Act of 2001,ZO U.S.C.Secs.7081(18) and (38), that do not operate as for-profit 
businesses. and do not have endowments exceedlng $50 million: andlor 
b. libraries or library consortia eligible for assistance from a State llbrary adminisbative agency 
under the Libraty Services and Technology Act of 1996 that do not operate as for-profit businesses and 
whose budgets are completely separate from any school (including, but not limited io elementrrry and 
secondary schools, colleges, and universities). 

20. P I certify that all of the individual schools, Ilbraries. and library consortia recelving services under 
this application are covered by technology plans that am written, that mver all 12 months of the funding 
year, and that have been or will be approved by a state or other authorized body, an SLD-ceMed 
technology plan approver, prior to the commencement of service. The plans were wrltten at the following 
level(s): 
a. p individual technology plans for using the services requested in the application; andlor 
b. higher-level technology plans for using the services requested in the application; or 
c. r' no technology plan needed; appllcation requests basic local. cellular. PCS, andlor 
telephone service andlor voice mail only. 

21. I? I certify that I wlll post my Form 470 and (if applicable) make my RFP available for at least 28 
days before considering all bids received and selecting a service rovider. I certify that all bids submitted 

offering, with prim being the primary factor, and wlll be the most cost%ffec(ive means of meeting 
educational needs and technology plan goals. I cerWy that I will retain required documents for a period of 
at ieart fwe years aner the last day of service delivered. I certify that I will retain all documents necessary 
to demonstrate compliance with the status and Commission rules regarding the application for, receipt Of, 
and dellvery of sewices receiving schools end libraries discounts. I acknowledge that I may be audited 
pursuanl lo participation in the schools and libraries program. 

22. R I certify that the services the applicant purchases at discounts provided by 47 U.S.C. Sec. 254 
will be used soldy for educational purposes and will not be sold, rmsold. or !ransferred in consideration 
for money or any other thing of value, except as permitted by the Commission's rule6 at 47 C.F.R. Sec. 

will.be carefully considered and the bid selected will be for + '  e rnos cos -effectwe service or equipment 
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competitive biddlng process and result In (he denial of funding requests. For more Infonatlon. 
refer to the SLD web slta at www.al.universalservice.org or call the SLD client Sewlce Bureau at 

1-888-203-8100. 

~*OTICE se& 54 504 d ma ~ o a a n t  Communlutbmt Commhdonl NIN nqulns all sMWb and lbruler omodw s w k 4 c  mat am 
sll~lblo (or and '09kng u~NsB.I~.TvIC. d1sMmtl fib lhm Ds.Enplm d 50- RWuWbd and C e M c d m  Fom (FCC FOrm 470) 
wm 11. Lnmoal S e w  Acmhlsuala 4 1  C F R 8 54 SM mS cdlu4on c4 infwmnhm ¶Isms han he Ccmmhsi0n'¶ euihnQ LMM 
~ e c b o n  2% ol me Communlullonr Ad of 19% as amended. 47 U S  C 5 2% nu dam In IM report wl be used 10 emra mal schms 
and bbmns m p k  wlm Iha compeYUvc b ddmg reqcircmnl conobd in 47 C F R 5 54 5M All W. and libmnu planning to mer 
&.hl~ .s  alq1310 fo, unbns l  disoounls m u f  Rb thk form wmsehas 01 as P2-n ct a mnronum 
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54.500(k). Additionally, I certify that the entky or entltles listed on this application have not received 
anything of value or a promise of anything of value, other than the sewices and equipment sought by 
means of this form, from the sewice pmvlder. or any representative or agent thereof or any consultant in 
connection wnh this request for services. 

23. I acknowledge that support under this support mechanism is conditional upon the school(s) 
andlor iibrary(ies) I represent securing access, seperately or thmugh this program, to all of the 
resources. including cornputem. training. sohare. internal connections, maintenance. and electrid 
capacity necessary to use the sewIce6 purchased etfectlvely. I recognize that some of the 
aforementloned resources are not ellglble for support. 

24. F I certify that I am authorized to order telecommunicatlona and other supported servlces for the 
eligible entity(ies). I certiw that I am authorized Lo submit thls request on behalf of the eligible entlty(le6) 
llsted on this application, that 1 have examlned this request, and to the best of my knowledge. 
information, and belief, all statements of fact contained her& are true. 

25. I certify that I have reviewed all applicable state and local pmcurernentlwmpetitive bidding 
requirements and that I have complied wlth them. I acknowledge that persons willfully meking falee 
statements on thls form can be punished by fine or forfeiture. under the Commlsslons Act. 47 U.S.C. 
Sacs. 502.503(b), or fine or imprisonment under Title 18 of the United State3 Code, 18 U.S.C. Sac. 
1001. 

26. 
violations or held civlll 

I acknowledge that FCC rules provlde that persons who have been Convicted of crlmlnal 
'n the schools and llbraries 

202 Chesterfield Avenue 

Form 470 AppllmHon Numbec 333420000550950 
QUEEN ANNE'S COUNTY BOARD OF ED. 

202 CHESTERFIELD AVE 
CENTREWLLE. MD 216174M8 

I Servlce provider Involvement with preparation or certification of a Form 470 can talnt the 1 



~ 
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$144,240.00 
$60,375.00 

$83,865.00 
$0.00~ 

Total funding year predscount emwnt on th16 Fam 471 (Add the entities from Imm 
231 on all Block 5 Dlscwnt Funding Requests.1 
Total funding mrnmitment requeat amount on this Form 471 (Add me entities Imm 
Items 23K on a11 Block 5 Discount Fundlw R ~ 9 u s t 6 . 1  

Total appllcant non-dkcount share (Suhtmd Item 25b from Item 2%) 

Total budgeted amDuntallocated 10 w w r c e s  not eligible for E-rate supporl 

a. 

b. 

C. 

d~ 

COMTEK P E  00 

I &.not w;wi em. I Application 1D:494714 
I I 

OACPS47106 Entlty 126403 Appllcant's Form 
Number Identifier 
Contact &b i~  
Person Smith Phone Number 7582813 

Block 6: Certificatlons and Signature 

II - II 
Total amaunt necessary for mn appllcant lo pay thn m - d i s m n t  share of Me 
EQNIC~S requested on thb applitaiion AND lo secure access to the re6wrCeJ 
necessary to make nFective use of the dlswunh. (Add I t em  2% and 256.) s. 

1. E Chedr this bQx i1 you are receiving any of the funds in Item 2% direclly from a 
sewice provider listed on any Forms 471 filed by lhis Billed Entity fw !hie fundlng 
yeer, or if a SeNiCe providw listed on any of the Form 471 fied by thif Bllled Enlily 
bi this fundlng year assisted you in IDcating fun& in Items 25e. 

$83,865.00 
~ 7 

I t  '1 
26. )$J I GeMy Ihal all of the schools and libraries or llbrary con6orfia listed In Block 4 ofthls application ere wvered ty 

tschndwy Plans (hat are written. that mver all 12 months of the funding year. and thal have bsen or will be appmved 
by a stale or omerauthorbed body. and an SLD-ccrWlea lechnokg~ Plbn approver, pl(0lto me mmrnencernentof 
semice. me plans are writfen at me follmlng level(6): 

a. 
b. 
c. 

an indMdual techtw4ogy plan fw using the service6 requestad in Ihk application: BWM 
hlgher-level technoiogy plan(s) for using the services requesled in the applicaaon; or 
no technology plan needed: applying for basic local. cellular. PCS. and/or Wdlstancc telsphone semi- and/or 0 voice mail only. 

i certify that I posted my Form 470 and (if applicable) made my RFP avsiiable for at least 28 days before considering all 
bids received and selecting a sm1ce provaer. I Mi thst ail bids w h i n e d  were Karefuliy mmidered and tlm in061 
cost-effective SBNICB offwing was seleded. with price beinQ the primary taclor wnsidered, and is the m06t cmt- 
effective means of meeting educational needs and t a c h n d w  plan goals. 

- 
27. 
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30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34 

35. 

36. 

37. 

educatbnsl purposes and will w t  be sold, redd,  or transferred In mmideratkm for money or any other thlng of wue, 
except as permiUed by the Commission's rUIea at 47 C.F.R. Sec. 54.5GU(k). AddltionaUy..l Carwy mat the Billed Entiiy 
has not recarved anything of value or a promise of anything of value. otha than 6ewioeJ and equipment r q u s t e d  
undw u116 form. from the servin pmwder(s) or any representative or agent thereof or any conaultent in mnnactinn ~ l m  
this request for S~NIOBB. 

I certify that I and the entity(tas) I represent hava mmpliad with all program NIB and i ecknowledge thet failure to do 
so may result in denlal of dismunt funding andlor mncellaWn of funding mmmitmenm. There am rignod mntaclr 
w e r i m  ail of the services listed on this Form 471 exmpl for WCQC services provldeu under non-wntrected lam or 
month-to.mcnth arrangements. I acknowledge that fallum to mmply wivl program rule8 muld re6ult in civil M almlnnl 
pmsecukr by the appropriate law anforwment auihorltlm. 

I acknowledge that me dmrmnt .ev@ us80 Far shared sarvIDd.I u wnomoml. lor tubre years. upon snsurmg mal tne 
mwt dbad*anlaged 6chwls and libares mal are treated as snaring In the swvirr. recalve an epproprlata share of 
wnera from those sarvice, 

i certitv that I wlll relain required documenk for a pet id  of at 1 ~ 6 1  Rve yean alter the lPCt day of service delivered. i 
certii that I will retain all dxumenk newwry to demonmate mmplianoe wth the HaUte and Commission mi- 
regarding Ihe application br, receipt of, and delivery of 601yiCu reccivinu X h w l s  and l ibrark discaunts and ma If 
audited. I will make suoh r m d s  available to the Administrator. I acknowledge t h ~ 1  I may be audlled pursuant to 
participatim in the aohwls and libraries prognm. 

I certihl that I am authorized to order telemmmunlcatlons and other suppated services fw the ellglbk entityfles) listad 
cm this epplication. I certify that I am suthoiaed to submlt lhii requesl on behalf of the ellplble enlity(le6) tlsted on mis 
application. that I have examltmd this requesl thal an of the Information on this b rm is bue and mrrect to me bert of 
my knowledge. that me sntities that are receiving dismunk pursuant Io thk appllmlion havn wmplied wlm the terms. 
mndilionr and puw3es of mis program, that no klckbackr were paid to anyone and mat false slatements on Ihk form 
can be punished by fine or fafelture under the Communlcatbns Acl.47 U.S.C. Seu. 502.503(b). or fine OT 
imprisonment under the Tltk 18 of the UnRd States Code. 18 U.S.C. Seo 1001 and civil vblatbns of the Falsa Claims 
Act. 

I acknowledge that FCC rule8 povide that persons who have been convlctad of ulminel vidsbns or held civilly liable 
for Certain acts arising from their partlcipalion in the rchoolr and Ilbnr(rr supwoI1 mechanism are subject to suspension 
and debarment from ma pregram. I will institute reasonable measures to be inlormed, and will no l i i  USAC should I be 
informed w become amre that I or any of the entities listed on lhk application. Or any person a66ociatec in any way 
with my enlity andlor entities listed on this app(ication, is mnvkted of a uiminal vblaUon or held civilly liable for acts 
arking from lhelr partitipath in the schoob and libraries suppurl mechanism. 

I cerlifv that if any of the Fundinp Requests on lhiis Form 471 are for discnun16 for produds or servic9s. that mntain both 
eligible and lneliiible mmponenb. that I have allocated the msI ofthe CQntraCttO eligble and lnellgible companies aa 
required by the Commlssbn's rules at 47 C.F.R. Sec. 54.54U(a)ll).12). 

i certny thai this funding request does not constitute B request for intemai connections s e ~ i c e s ,  excapt besic 
malnlenanCe servicw, In violation of the Comml661on requirement vlat dgibie entitier ars not eligible fu Such suppwt 
more t h a n  hulw every fwe funding years beginning with Funding Year 2005 a6 regulred by the Commission's Pule6 at 
47 C.F.R. Sec. 54.500(c). 

I certify that the nondiscwnted portion of the msts fw dlglble tervlw wlil not be paid by the service provider. The 
predismunt costs of elbible 601VlCea features on thls Form 471 are net of any rebates oi discnunts offered by Vr 
senice provider. I acknowledga mal. for the purpose of lhls rule, the proyiBlon, by the providar of a suppaned servlceicc. 
of free -Ices or products unrelated to the Supported senrice or producl mnslitlltef a rebate of some or all of the cast 
of the supported sc.fvicff. 

39. Signature Data 

/ z  ,/,p , 0s- 
Roben Lathrum 
litle or po61tim of authorized person 
Supervisor of ~nstrucubn 
S t m t  Address, P.0 Box or Rode Number 
202 Chestefield Avenue 
Clry, Slate Llp Cod0 
Centrevilla. MD 21617 

a b .  Telephone number of euthwued PeROn: 

42c. Fax number of suthartred person: 
(410) 829-8201 

424. E-mail ofaumOrlrBd person: 
lathmu~qacpr.kl2.md.uI 

428 Name 01 suthonzed parson's employer 
Queen Anne's County Board of E d u d i m  

 he Americans wilh Dlsabllltles Act. lhe Individusls with Disabilltiss Eaucalion Act and the Rehabililation Act may 

41. 

42.. 

(4101 ~ ~ O - Z M J ,  ext.106 
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impose obllgstions on entitles to make the lervicmr purchaud with thesa dluaunt. accessible to and usabla by poopl 
with dlsabilitia.. 

NOTICE Section 51.504 of me Federal CommunicBtiow Commission's Nies requires PIi ocheols and Ilbraries ordwing s e r v w  
that are eligible for and seeking univcnal s w i m  dlsmunts m file this Sewlas Ordered and Ceriihcatbn Form (FCC Form 471) 
with the UniversSi Service Administratw. 47 C.F.R.5 54.504. The collection of infcfmallon a t e m  from the CommisJiin's eulhaib 
under Section 254 of the Communbtiins Act of 1934. as amended. 4N.S.C. 4 254. The data In the rbport mli be uasd lo enrui 
that Schmis and Iiharies comply with the cempelilive biddlng requirement contain& In 47C.F.R. 5 54,504. All sdmols and 
libraries planning M order servlccr eligible for univemi sewice dlsmunk must Rlc thb form themselves 01 8s prl of0 
wnsoflium. 

An agmcy may not conduu or sponsor. and a person is no1 requ id  h respond to. a colledon of information unlen it diapisy. i 
currenay valid OMB COnbDl number. 

me FCC is authorbed under the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, to collect the infomallon we rsqueat in mk hm. W 
wiii use the informetion you provide to determine Wether apprcviw thia appllatlon is in the public interest If we Wivathon 
may be a violation or a potential vlolation of any applicable s w l a .  regulalicn, NIO w order. y w r  appllcation may be ref- Lo 
the Fedmi. stale. or total aDency responsible for investigatlng. prasemihg. enlacing, or implementinp the etalute. rub. 
reguiatbn or order. In ccrtain cases, me information In your applicallon may be diadosed lo the Department of . Idee m 8 murt 
01 adJudicaiive body when (a) the FCC: ci (b) any employee of the FCC 01 (c) the United States Government is a prly ofa 
proceeding before the body or has an interest in the pmceedlnq. In addmn, cowlslant with the CMnmunicaUons Act of 1931, 
FCC regulations and orden, the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 5 552. or ohw appllcablct law, information prodded in 01 
submined with this form or in response to subsequent inquirias may be diidosed to the Dubio. 

If you o w  a past due debt lo the Federal govnrnmenl. the informatan you prowe may ah0 bo disclosed (0 the Deparlmont of th 
Treasury Finandel Managament Servim. olher Federal agencies anum your nmployo !a offset your salary. IRS tax rdund or 
other payments to ooiiect thal debt. The FCC m y  BIM provIde the infarmatlon m these aoencies thmugh me matohin(l of 
computer remds when authorized 

If you do not provids the Information we request on the form the FCC may delay processing of your application or may return yob 
appIica8on wlthout atiwn. 

The forsgolng Notice is requlred by the Paperwork Reduction Actof 1905. Pub. L. No. 1M-13.44 U.S.C. 0 3501. et eeQ. 

Public reporting burden for this mile&n of information 1s estimated to average 4 hours per response. indudlng the tima fw 
reviewing Instructions, searching existing data soums.  gathering and maintaining the data needed, completing, and reviewing thi 
wileclion of information, Send cummen$ regardlng thls burden estimate ci any other asped of thk COllecliin oflnformation. 
including suggestions for reducing the repofling burden to me Federal Cwnmuniwtions Commission. Performance Evaluation ani 
Records Msmgemant. WaBhinOton. DC 20554. 

Please submit this form to: 

SLD-Form 471 
P.O. Box 7026 
Lawrence, Kansas 66044-7026 

For express delivery services or U.S. Postal Service, Return Receipt Requested, 
mall this form to: 

SLD Forms 
ATTN: SLD Form 471 
3833 Greenway Drive 

IlLawrence. Kansas 66046 
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QUEEN ANNE'S COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Form 471. Application #: 494714 

Applicants Form Identifier: QACPS47106 
Billed Entity Number: 126403 

ATTAcBhiENT #l - Queen Anne's County Board of Education 
Annlicalion # 494714 
Tlk 11 for rnomhly phone servtce for Sudler6vdle Elementary and Sudlersville Middle School. 
ATTACHMEYl U2 -Queen Anne's County Board of Education 
Applicatlon # 494714 
Thii is for monthly phone service for Stcvcnsville Middle, Bayside Elemenbuy, Matapeakc Elementary, Kent Island 
Elemcptar, School. 
ATTACHMENT #3 - Queen Anne's County Board of Education 
Application # 494714 
This is for monthly phone service Kennard Elementary, Centrevilk Elemenbuy, CenbxviUe Middle, Qucen Anne's 
High, and Centrpl Oftice. 
ATTACHMENT #4 - Queen Anne's County Board of Fdutation 
Applicatlon # 494714 
T& is for monthlv phone service for Frasonvlllt Elmenmy. 
AITACHMEM Y5 - Oucrn Anne's Countv Board of Education 

~ 

Applicntlon # 494714 
l lm is for monthly phone service for Kent Island High School. 
ATTACHMENT #6 - Queen Anne's County Board of Educstion 
Application # 494714 
Thw IS for monthly phone SWIEC for Church Hlll Elementary School. 
ATTACHMENT #7 - Queen Anne's County Board of Education 
Appllcntion 11 494714 
This is for the fiber ophc lures that connect Kent Island High Schwl and Queen Anne's County High School to the 
eastern shore distance learning network. 
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! ! !  I !&@ I ? b n h  
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Track 81 Confirm 

Search Resub 
LabeWReceipi Number: 7003 2260 0000 1318 7481 
Ststus: D e l l v s d  

En* IBbeURecejpt N u m b .  
Your item was delivered at 2:48 pm on Dwwmber 27.2005 io 
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Universal Service Admlnirtrative Company U t i  Schools & Libraio Division 

Administrator's Decision on Appeal - Funding Year 2006-2007 

January 08.2007 

Robin Smith 
Board of Education Queen Anne's County 
202 Chesterfield Avenue 
Portable 1 
Centreville, MJJ 21617-1308 

Re: Applicant Name: QUEEN ANNE'S COUNTY BOARD OF 
ED. 

Billed Entity Number: 126403 
Form 471 Application Number: 494714 
Funding Request Number(s): 1363328,1363329,1363331,1363333,1363344, 

Your Correspondence Dated: November 15,2006 
1363345,1363350 

After thorough review and investigation of all relevant facts. the Schools and Libraries 
Division (SLD) of the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) has made its 
decision in regard to your appeal of USAC's Funding Year 2006 Funding Commitment 
Decision Letter for the Application Number indicated above. This letter explains the 
basis of USAC's decision. The date of this letter begins the 60 day time period for 
appealing this decision to the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). If your 
Letter of Appeal included more than one Application Number, please note that you will 
receive a separate letter for each application. 

Fundinn Reauest Nurnbedd: 1363328, 1363329,1363331,1363333,1363344, 
1363345, 1363350 

Decision on Appeal: 
Explanation: 

Denied 

During the Appeal Review, USAC thoroughly assessed the fa& presented in the 
appeal letter, the relevant documentation on file, and the FCC Rules and 
Procedures before malung its determination on your appeal. The applicant was 
asked to provide proof that the referenced Form 470 Number 33342oooO550950 
was certified on or before the Form 471 filing date of February 16,2006. In a fax 
dated May 26,2006, the applicant provided Form 470 application number 
341610000582867 as the establishing Form 470 for the application. As this was 
different than the original information, the Form 470 number was corrected. 
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however, the program violation was not corrected. For this Form 470. USAC 
notified you in a Receipt Notification Letter that that the earliest date on which 
you could sign a contract or enter into an agreement (your Allowable Contract 
Date) was March 14,2006. Your Form 471 was certified on December 22,2005. 
Consequently, USAC denies your appeal because your application did not comply 
with the competitive bidding requirement that your Form 470 be posted on the 
website for 28 days prior to signing a contract or entering into an agreement for 
new products and/or services. 

You signed and/or submitted your Form 471 prior to the expiration of the 28 day 
posting period. FCC Rules require that except under limited circumstances, all 
Forms 470 received be posted on the USAC website for 28 days, and that 
applicants carefully consider all bids received before selecting a vendor, entering 
into an agreement or signing a contract, and signing and submitting a Form 471. 
47 C.F.R. secs. 54.504 (a) (c), 54.51 ](a) and (c). FCC Rules m e r  require that 
the Administrator send the applicant a confirmation when the Form 470 has been 
posted, and inform the applicant of the earliest date upon which they may sign a 
contract with the vendor it selects. 47 C.F.R. sec. 54.504@)(4). These 
competitive bidding requirements help to ensure that applicants receive thc lowest 
pre-discount price from vendors. See Federal-State Joint Board on Universal 
Service, CC Docket No. 96-45. Order on Reconsideration, 12 FCC Rod 10095, 
10098, FCC 97-246 para. 9 (rel. Jul. 10, 1997). 

If your appeal has been approved. but funding has been reduced or denied, you may 
appeal these decisions to either USAC or the FCC. For appeals that have been denied in 
full. partially approved. dismissed. 01 canceled, you may file an appeal with the FCC. 
You should refer to CC Docket No. 02-6 on the first page of your appeal to the FCC. 
Your appeal must be received or postmarked within 60 days of the date on this letter. 
Failure to meet t h i s  requirement will result in automatic dismissal of your appeal. If you 
are submitting your appeal via United States Postal Service, send to: FCC. Office of the 
Secretary. 445 12th Street SW, Washington, DC 20554. Fuaher information and options 
for filing an appeal directly with the FCC can be found in the "Appeals Procedure" 
posted in the Reference Area of the SLD section of the USAC website or by contacting 
the Client Service Bureau. We strongly recommend that you use the electronic filing 
options. 

We thank you for your continued support, patience and cooperation during the appeal 
process. 

Schools and Libraries Division 
Universal Service Administrative Company 
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